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In Balzac's reply, written next day, he definitely withdrew  " Les  Paysans" from publication, and said that he would pay what he owed La Presse within the space of twenty days, and would not charge for what had not yet been printed ; though it had been written and composed specially for La Presse, and at the request of the Presse,   As to Emile de Girardin's insinuations about the failure of " La Derniere Incarnation de Vautrin," Balzac remarked that this had been written for L'Epoque, not   for  La Presse,  and  that it had not  been necessary for  Girardin  to  purchase it from the moribund journal, unless he had approved of it. Girardin had hurt him on his tenderest point when he  branded his  works as  failures.     With  pride and bitterness in his heart he went through the accounts with Mr. Rouy, and found that out of the 9,000 francs received from La Presse, he still owed  5,221  francs 85 centimes.    How he raised the   money it   is   impossible   to   guess,  but   on August  5th he paid  2,500   francs, and  on  September  1st 2,000  more, so that only 721 francs 85  centimes remained of his debt, and he made his preparations to start for Wierzchownia with his mind at rest.
He heard from Emile de Girardin again, as we shall see later on, but he had seen Madame de Girardin for the last time. She did not forget him, however, and the news of his death was so terrible a shock that she fainted away. She died in 1855, and was deeply mourned by her friends.his were to happen, Balzac'she same letter he says :
